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The mere hint that Austria might compete for the
Prussian alliance was enough to raise its value at St.
Petersburg. It became clear, too, that only the fear
of Prussia was preventing Austria from interfering
on behalf of the Turk. - Urged on by his brother
Henry, who had just returned from the Russian
capital, Frederick determined early in 1771 to take
the risk of offending Russia and provoking Austria
to war, in order to net his profit from this advanta-
geous situation ere it changed.

In the summer of 1770 Austria had drifted, half
involuntarily, into an occupation of Zips, a portion
of the territory of Poland which was almost sur-
rounded by her own, and of some of the adjacent
districts. Frederick now seized upon this, though
the Queen was willing to draw back, as an excuse
for pressing upon Russia a plan which he had pro-
mulgated under an alias at an early stage in the war.
On February i, 1769, he had suggested to his
ambassador at St. Petersburg

"that Russia should offer to the Court of Vienna
Lemberg and the surrounding country in return for
support against the Turks ; that she should give us
Polish Preussen with Ermland and the protectorate over
Danzig; and that she should herself incorporate a suit-
able part of Poland by way of indemnity for the expenses
of the war."

The plan of dismembering Poland because the
Turks were defeated was, as Frederick knew full
well, distasteful to both of the Powers whose com-
plicity he desired. Russia was strongly opposed to